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in past life is the need of the hour. To create enlightenment and
motivation for progress can be said to be one kind of social service.
Hunger, poverty, disease, illiteracy, over-population, unemployment,
the barbarous dowry system, rape, violence and atrocities against
women are polluting our social life. To bring solace and comfort
to those who are subjected to these evils and to stretch out a helping
hand to those who are suffering is the second avenue of social
service. Though these two paths are different In nature, they are
part and parcel" of social service.

To provide assistance by oneself is difficult. All those who
are inspired by the cause of social service have to be brought together
in an organisation. We call that group a voluntary social service
association. The activists of that association can be termed social
workers. Voluntary social service is the lifebreath of that society.
The members thereof should be very sincere and efficient. They
must be able to discuss the problems not only in a spirit of
selflessness but with positive altruistic outlook. In order to run a
hostel, to establish an hospital or to found a matrimonial counselling
centre, a group of active workers with ability to run and administer
the affairs of the organisation is an absolute necessity. A plan and
a programme have to be formulated. The necessary financial
resources to enable the association to implement the* same have to
be mobilised. All this work has to be carried out with skill, patience
and effciency.

The cooperation of those who are the beneficiaries of social
service activities is essential. For instance, in the case of a wgrking
women's hostel the residents therein must entertain the feeling that
it belongs to them. Likewise, in the case of a septic tank latrine,
etc., the users should think that it is their duty to ensure its cleanliness
even if a sweeper is employed to clean the same. Therefore, there
must be a spirit ofunderstanding, friendship, brotherhood, cooperation
and solidarity among the members of the voluntary organisation and
the recipients of aid.                                                          ^.- "

The people's respect for social service is at present on the
wane. The existence of several persons who go about doing social
service under various banners just for the sake of name and fame,
power and prestige, and lastly for profit and lucre arising out of
Government grants is the cause for this deplorable attitude towards
social service.

Genuine social service is the acid^test of a person's character,
to inspire self-confidence in the oppressed and suppressed people